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PASTOR’'S COLUMN

By the time you receive this newsletter, we will have
already begun the Lenten Season. Lent is the time
in which we focus our attention on the end of Jesus’
earthly ministry, His journey to the cross and ending
with the events of Holy Week - His betrayal, death
and crucifixion. It is a time in which we look deeper
into ourselves and discover those things in our life
that are impeding our relationship with our Brother,
Jesus Christ.

There are many people who “give-up” something for
Lent. From time to time | have participated in that
practice by giving up a particular food item - either
something that | dearly love (chocolate) or
something that is not good for me (fried foods). But
unfortunately, just like many others, | have reverted
back to my old way of living. Instead | choose a
different faith practice to focus my attention. Some
of these practices are: Study - renewing our call to
rediscover who we are as God’s people through an
intense study of scripture; Prayer or Meditation -
Lent is a call to focus on how God’s spirit is alive in
our life. Meditation is one way we can become
reflective on our relationship to Christ as we wait
upon God to reveal Himself in the quiet places of our
heart. Prayer is one way for us to reconnect our
conversation with God. Service — maybe you have
thought about volunteering at C A.M.P or M.U.S.T.
or a homeless shelter or food ministry, but are
scared about making that commitment.

Lent can be a time for us to try something new and
to see how God’s love will take us through our fears.
Lent calls us to follow the way of the cross and using
the life of Jesus as our model, we can study the way
He prayed, the way He knew the scriptures and the
way He served others. As we move through this
Lenten season | would encourage you to be diligent
in your efforts to become better disciples as you
strengthen your spiritual life.

God loves you and so do |
Pastor Dena

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Wed 3/31 — 7:15 pm — Service of Healing

Thur. 4/1 — 7:15 pm — Maundy Thursday
Communion Service

Fri. 4/2 — 7:15 pm — Good Friday Tenebrae Service

EASTER SCHEDULE

Saturday — April 3:
11:00 am - Easter Egg Hunt for children and adults
11:30 am - Blessing of the Animals (pets must be
caged or leashed)

Easter Sunday - April 4
9:00AM - Children/Family service with the traditional
decorating of the Flower Cross and followed
by Balloon release
9:45 AM - Easter Breakfast
11:00 AM - Easter Festival Celebration Service
of Holy Communion




Excerpts from the January 2010
Council Meeting:

Nativity spent about $1,700 than what was
received for the year 2009 and under spent
the budget by almost $15,000.

. A motion was passed to move the excess
funds ($1,529.37) from the Roof Fund to the
Repairs and Property Improvement Fund.

The Executive Committee has requested that
all monies received from the flood disaster
teams be recorded as Current Offerings in
order to offset Nativity’s utility costs.

Door hangers will be distributed on March
20™ to advertise the Easter services.

. AT&T has been replaced by Comcast and
Vonage for internet and telephone service,
respectively.

. A motion was passed to designate from
January 1, 2010 to June 30, 2010, the
benevolence monies sent to the ELCA
Southeastern Synod as 50% for salaries and
operating expenses, 25% for Lutheran World
Relief, and 25% for Lutheran Ministries of
Georgia. Ken Lade requested that the
checks for LWR and LMG be sent directly to
the organizations instead of through the
synod.

Excerpts from the January 2010
Congregational Meeting:

1. Ken Lade said that he hopes to have a

playground in place by summer. He has
tasked the Property Chair to have the
playground in this year.

No one who completed the Time & Talent
Survey expressed an interest in any of the
Stewardship functions.

The proposed 2010 Budget was passed upon
(1) Budget line 201 ELCA/Southeast Synod
being amended to $4,172, (2) Creation of
budget line 206 Council Discretionary
Benevolence at $6,258, (3) Congregational

review and adjustment of Benevolence
[budget lines 201 - 206] at the May
Congregational Meeting.

4. Cynde and Richard Welch have volunteered
to be Nativity’'s delegates to the ELCA
Southeastern Synod Assembly in June.

5. Council will be reducing its numbers by
three—a one member reduction each year.
Pastor said that Council members will have to
not be the Chair of the committees they
represent and not do everything themselves.

Excerpts from the February 2010
Council Meeting:

1. Kristina Aldred found that the grand total
numbers on the 2010 Budget were not
calculated properly. The grand total should
have been $162,267.00 because not all
budget lines where summed into the grand
total formula. The error equates to a “Weekly
Needed” understatement of $25 dollars a
week.

2. The Fellowship Committee is looking at
having an outing at Lutherwood on Saturday,
August 7™, pending availability. In the past
years, the outings have been on Sunday.
Also, an Oktoberfest on October 3" is being
evaluated.

3. A workday is scheduled for March 20™ with a
rain date of March 27™.

4. The property committee is recommending
that a contract be signed with Larry DeBose
to provide lawn care at $140 per cutting.
Marvin Joseph Gipson has been scamming
local churches claiming that he was a victim
of the flood. A warrant has been issued for
his arrest. Nativity is out approximately $275
from the disaster fund.

Mark Boyer
Council Secretary
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Kermit Feldt 03/03 Emily Boland 04/03
Janet Kriss 03/03 Kristin Grainger 04/07
Marsha Young 03/04 Shirley Williams 04/07
Pat LaClair 03/06 Julie Koempel 04/11
Rusty Poag 03/09 Shane Boland 04/14
Diane Dooley 03/14 Keeley Poag 04/15
Patrik Lade 03/14 Elizabeth Dundee 04/17
Dean Friton 03/16 Shirley Virchow 04/17
Charlotte Beyerlein 03/21 Elijah Crabb 04/22
Kallie Denney 03/22 Sheila Lade 04/23
Elaine Kroner 03/23 Leslie Boland 04/26
Bev Street 03/23 Marion Wiley 04/26
Barbara Geyer 03/24

Mike Willis 03/26

Jaliyah Hop-Wah 03/27
Andrew Lade 03/31
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RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4



NEIGHBORHOOD CANVASSING

The next door-to-door outreach will occur on
Saturday, March 20 at 9:30 am. If you haven't
joined us before, this is the wonderful time to start!
Let us tell our neighbors that Nativity is the place to
worship at Easter and all year round. We will be
placing doorhangers advertising our Holy Week and
Easter weekend activities and services. We need to
plant God’s Word out there in order to grow. Speak
with Richard DeVries or Pastor Dena — YOU can do
this!
B T R

C.A.M.P. DONATIONS

Christian Aid Mission Partnership
We will continue to focus on certain items each
month as we did last year. However, feel free to
contribute any of the items listed at any time.
Toilet paper, plastic sandwich bags, soup,
canned meats (i.e., tuna, ravioli, spam),
pasta sauce, pasta, rice and dry beans.

March’s focus items are: Rice and dry beans
April’s focus items are: Pasta and Pasta Sauces

Gently used clothing and small household items are
also accepted as well as plastic grocery sacks.
Please these items in any of the containers marked
CAMP in the church narthex or Haffly Hall. We also
have a number of information cards in the church
office that you may hand out to people who may
need assistance. Just ask Pastor Dena or Hyacinth
about them.

CAMP can always use your assistance to sort
contributions and work with the people coming in.
There are a number of volunteer positions that need
to be filled. Please call them at 770-819-0662 or
check their website www.svcamp.org for more
information.

CLLLLLLICCCCCCCCCCCCLLLLL
LENTEN SERVICES

Midweek Lenten services will be held every
Wednesday at 7:15 pm until Holy Week (from 2/24 —
3/31). The evening will begin with a light supper at
6:15 pm, except on 3/31. All are encouraged to
attend the supper and the service as we walk the
road to Calvary with our Savior.

RANNNNNRRRRRRRNNRRRRRRRLL

MIDWEEK LENTEN LIGHT SUPPERS
DURING MARCH

Light Suppers are available each Wednesday during
Lent at 6:15 pm. Weekly suppers will precede the
services until 3/24. As we have done previously, we
ask that groups or families sign up to prepare a light
supper before our Lenten services at 7:15 pm. Sign-
up sheets are posted for people to sign-up — as of
this writing, two dates are still open.
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The Women of Nativity held their meeting February
9, 2010. The business meeting was held following
refreshments and Bible Study. President Shirley
presented an agenda to be followed at future
meetings. Meetings will be held on the second
Tuesday of each month, begin at 6:30 pm with
refreshments followed by a Bible Study. The
business meeting will conclude the evening.

Women of
Nativity

Other business discussed was the gathering of
Health Kits for Lutheran World Relief. Each month
WELCA members are to bring another item for the
Health Kits. The completed kits will be taken to the
Welca Synod Gathering next fall. Each Health Kit
will contain a hand towel, a washcloth, bath bar
soap, an adult tooth brush, a comb, a metal nail file
and 6 band aids.

One of the members brought fabric to be used for a
quilting party. The time of this will be announced at
a later date. If any Nativity members would like to
donate fabric, sheets, pillow cases, drapes or fabric
shower curtains, please contact the office. The
plans are to make lap quilts for shut ins and nursing
home residents.

A scrapbook party will be held at a date to be
announced. There are many older pictures of
Nativity activities and members that need to be put
into albums.
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While most people associate the Blessing of the
Animals with St. Francis and the fall, it is also a
custom for animals to be blessed in spring around
Easter when new life is celebrated.

St. Francis developed a profound connection with
living things through his fascination with nature. His
main inspiration came from animals. He viewed
animals as living examples of spiritual integrity,
blessing them and striving to understand and
connect with them. St. Francis is remembered for his
love of all creatures, especially birds, and is probably
most known for his "Canticle to the Creatures" and
"Sermon to the Birds."

Nativity will have a Blessing of the Animals on the
Saturday before Easter, after the Easter egg hunts,
at 11:30 am. All animals may be brought, however,
they MUST be controlled by the owner (either
leashed or caged). The blessing will be held in the
church parking lot.

NEEDED FOR EASTER WEEKEND

Wrapped Candy And Volunteers Needed For
Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt — There will be a
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt and we need wrapped
candy to fill the plastic Easter eggs. However, it is
suggested that you do not bring any type of
chocolate candy because it could melt in the eggs if

it is warm. Otherwise, bring any type of wrapped
Easter candy and place it in Haffly Hall in the box
marked “Easter Egg Hunt”. We also need help to
fill the eggs beginning at 9:30 am on April 3.
Come join us in the fun of filling the eggs and hiding
them for the children!

Easter Lilies — Once again, members of Nativity are
invited to bring Easter lilies to decorate the sanctuary
during Easter Sunday services. These lilies may
also be dedicated to honor or remember someone.
Please bring the lilies to the church between
Palm Sunday and Holy Saturday. The lilies may
be taken to your homes immediately after the 11 AM
Festival Service.

Cut Flowers for the Easter Cross — The children
will be decorating the Easter Cross during the 9 am
Service. We need cut flowers from either your yard
(if any) or bouquets from your local supermarket or
flower shop. You may bring them as early as Holy
Saturday morning but preferably bring them with you
to the 9 am Service on Easter Day!

Volunteers to Inflate Balloons — We will be
meeting at 7:30 am on Easter Sunday (April 4) to
inflate over 100 balloons and tie them for the balloon
release after the 9 am service. Please meet in the
Choir Room to assist in this process.

RANNNNNRRRRRRRNNRRRRRRRLI

YOUTH MATTERS
NATIVITY LUTHERAN YOUTH GROUP
OUR PRESENT+0OUR HOPE+OUR FUTURE

Officers: President - Deidre Eskildsen
Vice President — Dereka Parrllla
Communications Officer — Amelia Eskildsen
Adult Leaders: Tina Palm and Josh Lade

March is going to be a busy month for the Youth a
great mix of fun and giving back. We will be sending
6 youth anedl leader to All-Georgia Youth Gathering
in Covington on March 12-14.

Join us on March 20 for a Spaghetti Dinner at 5:30
pm as we raise money to help the country of Haiti
and add to the Youth Fund. You will also get a
chance to win a $30 gift card to Red Lobster.
Tickets are available from any Youth member -



$10.00 for adults; $5.00 for children ages10 and
under; no charge for children ages 3 and under. The
Youth will serve the meal which will include salad,
garlic bread, spaghetti, dessert and beverages.

On April 3, the Youth will once again sponsor an
Adult Easter Egg Hunt (tickets will be available from
any Youth member starting on March 20 for $1.00).
Also, they will be having a Car Wash after the
Blessing of the Animals, weather permitting. A
freewill offering will be requested for each car
washed.

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS TO REMEMBER

March 7 — Youth and Parent meeting during Sunday
School; Wirley Ball activity after church — youth
need to bring $20.00 for games and food.

March 12-14 — All-GA Youth Gathering; Youth need
to be at church by 5:15 pm on Friday, 3/12 with
money for dinner enroute.

March 17 — Lenten Supper by youth — “traditional”
taco salad; be at church by 5 pm.

March 20 — Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser, Youth
should be at church by 3 pm for set-up preparation;
dinner served at 5:30 pm.

April 3 — 9:30 am - Easter egg hunt egg stuffing and
hiding; car wash afterwards, weather permitting.

A NOTE FROM TREASURER
KRISTINA ALDRED

Hello everyone,

Last year | wrote an article for the Nativity Newsletter
saying how we could help Nativity by doing small
things... bringing in napkins, paper towels, etc. | also
challenged you that | would follow the example of
another person in the congregation and empty our
piggy bank. Happily, | rolled quite a few coins last
year.

During the Congregational Meeting, Tom Sukalac
spoke that if Nativity’s doors are to stay open each
and everyone’s help will be required. Budget cuts

have been made, and CDs have been cashed. We
have only one CD in reserve and this will pay for
about 2 mortgage payments.

| encourage you this year to continue emptying your
coins into the collection plate each Sunday and
bringing in kitchen and cleaning supplies. Each item
brought in is one less that has to be bought. The
following items are needed to clean and stock our
church and kitchen: Toilet paper; paper towels;
napkins; paper plates, plastic flatware, coffee,
creamer; Pledge or other furniture polish; Clorox
clean-up; Clorox toilet wand refills.

Thanks, Kristina Aldred

THANK YOU

To Pastor Dena Lane and congregation:

I would like to take this moment and give my deepest
gratitude and my most sincere appreciation for
everything that was done for me. You have given
me shelter, washed my clothes, fed me and
bestowed upon me many blessings and prayers. |
thank the Lord daily for bringing me into this church
on that fateful day in September 2009. | would like
to thank those who opened their home to me so that
| could bathe or just enjoy a home-cooked meal.
Too often, people truly forget about basic humanity
and the Christian message. | firmly believe that he
Lord uses certain opportunities to draw people closer
to Him.

Eternally grateful,

Debra Swinehart



Nativity Lutheran Church Staff

Pastor: Rev. Dena Lane Director of Music: Judy White Director of Chancel Choir: Jackie Pope
Organist/Pianist: M. Rebecca Martin Sale Director of Handbells Music: Judy Willis

Director of Children’s Music: Deidre Eskildsen Sunday School Superintendent: OPEN Webmaster: Judy Willis

Custodian: Elizabeth Eskildsen Office Administrator: Hyacinth Carpenter Youth Enabler: Tina Palm and Josh Lade

Council President: Ken Lade; Council Members: Richard DeVries, Juana Hop-Wah, Tom Sukalac, Deidre Eskildsen, Liza Childers, Basil Dundee, Carl
McGourk, Warren Kriss, Richard Carpenter

Church Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9 AM-12 PM

Check out our church website which is continually updated:
www.nativity-ga.com

NATIVITY'S VISION VERSE

Based on Deuteronomy 31:6 : “Be strong and courageous..., for the Lord our God goes with us;
he will never leave us nor forsake us.”
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